The subjoined proposal to drain London by the existing system of continuous tubes or sewers, together with the addition of a detailed system of filtering, deodorising, and chemically fixing receptacles, was sent in to the new Commissioners by the author.
Of the fact that water is frequently the vehicle of disease, a striking instance occurred to the late Rev. Dr. Gilly, who, desiring, on his preferment to an elevated post in the Church, to leave behind him some token of his affection for the poor of the flock he was about to bid adieu to, took first to his counsel the medical man of the parish, who advised him neither to leave a store of port wine, nor of porter, to resuscitate the poor convalescents from ague ; for the latter disease was endemic to the place, and was its constant scourge; but to build for them a deep well to supply them with pure water. Little did the good man dream of the benefits he was to be the happy means of conferring. The well was built; the water was used in preference to the shallower springs and surface water, and from that time ague ceased in that district. The Bishop referred to the fact in his annual charge delivered at that time.
It is natural that medical men, to whom these considerations must be matter of every day observation and thought, should enter earnestly into their study; they would be traitors to their calling and to their trust, did they not point out any adversary to the public health coming within their knowledge, and use their best abilities to promote its extermination. This must be my excuse for presenting my views on a question which may be thought to fall more correctly to the province of the engineer than of the physician.
Before describing the plan proposed to remedy the evils complained of, I beg to point out as briefly as possible some of the objections that I hold to other schemes which have been pub- By 'continuity/ the existing sewers and drains would be employed for the conveyance of the surface and waste water, together with the water filtered through the receptacles already mentioned.
The only proposal at all like the one herein sketched, is one with which I have been made acquainted since writing a letter to Sir Benjamin Hall on the subject, which appeared in the Times of the 3rd February. That plan is entitled "An intercepting system of sewerage, by Charles Penfold, Esq." The principal differences between the two plans consist in the absence of the filtering apparatus in Mr. Penfold's plan, in the non-employment of disinfectant and deodorising substances, in the manure being conveyed away in a fluid or semi-fluid form, also in the much greater expense and complication of his (Mr. Penfold's) plan.
The receptacle would vary in size from 1^ to 3 feet cubic capacity. It might be built of sheet iron, or of brick cemented within, so as to be waterproof, or glazed tiles might be used in its construction. At its summit, or near thereto, the house drain, conveying the solid and fluid excretions from the waterclosets, together with the necessary amount of water to flush them, would enter. From the other side, near the bottom, the exit drain would connect it with the main sewer. A filtering screen of gravel would be placed in front of the opening of the latter. (Fig. 1, c .)
The filtering screen would be constructed of two large perforated slabs or tiles of fireclay, capable of sliding down and fitting in chases, left in the cement lining the receptacle. They would be arranged somewhat obliquely, as seen in the diagram, and be separated about ten inches below, at the floor of the receptacle, and about four inches above. A little coarse canvas applied to the inner side of the tiles would prevent the gravel falling through the perforations, and the interspace between the two perforated slabs, could be thoroughly packed with gravel.
The top of the receptacle would be covered in air tight by an oak or iron flap cover.
The above described apparatus constitutes the essential machinery of my plan. Its " I also examined a specimen of the fluid which had passed through Dr. Hawksley's filtering receptacle. I found in it a perfect absence of the phosphates, which had been solidified and retained in the receptacle with the solid excretions. In short, the fluid in question resembled in most of its qualities the urine which had been previously treated with lime. "Wm. Bastick."
Reply to Objections to the New Plan Proposed.
1. It may be said that the plan involves a return to the disgusting system of cesspools. 
